THE ARMY INCORPORATES A UNIFIED
NETWORK PLAN

As per The U.S. Army Chief Information Office,
The Army’s Unified Network Plan brings together multiple complex network modernization efforts into a single,
comprehensive and coherent approach. The plan shapes, synchronizes, integrates and governs Unified Network efforts and
aligns personnel, organizational structure and capabilities required to enable multi-domain operations (MDO) at all echelons.
What are the current and past efforts of the Army?
The Unified Network will integrate the Army’s various network efforts to allow secure and seamless communications using
mission networks, support to Joint
All Domain Command and Control with sister services, and the mission partner environment with the partners and allies.
The plan’s five lines of effort are:
Establish the Unified Network — Integrate and align the Integrated Tactical Network and Integrated Enterprise
Network, as well as converge multiple, disparate mission and theater networks into the Army Unified Network to support
MDO by 2028 while also aligning network modernization efforts
Posture the Force — Focus on the people, both military and civilian, and provide training and organizational systems
needed to successfully compete, operate and fight in an MDO environment
Security and Survivability — Secure and defend the Unified Network whether in competition, crisis or conflict to provide
the means of applying strategic, operational and tactical effects
Reform Processes and Policies — Establish a government and management framework for balanced, efficient and
effective investments
Network Sustainment — Continuously reassess and evolve the Unified Network as technology and threats change
What continued efforts does the Army have planned?
By implementing the Army Unified Network Plan, the Army will be able to:
Synchronize network modernization, the critical element for achieving the Army’s transformation to an MDO-capable
force by 2028.
Deliver the Unified Network, a weapons platform that enables Army formations’ operations in highly contested and
congested operational environments with speed and at global range to enable decision dominance.
Why is this important to the Army?
The Unified Network underpins the Army’s modernization priorities and sets the Army on a path to ensure technological
dominance against the adversaries and establishes the foundation of the implementation plan.

THE ARMY PLANS TO
RESTORE AND
REHABILITATE THE
EVERGLADES
ECOSYSTEM

The Army for Civil Works, signed a project partnership agreement today for the
Everglades Agricultural Area phase of the Central Everglades Planning Project. The
project will create a 10,500-acre reservoir with 37-foot-high earthen walls that will
hold 240,000 acre-feet of storage when filled to capacity at 23 feet, and will allow
approximately 370,000 additional acre-feet of new water to move through the
Central Everglades on average per year.
This project, as essential to our environmental mission, represents the United States
Army Corps of Engineers continue to respond to the demands of our time and upon
completion, this will be the largest above-ground reservoir in the world. The goals of
the South Florida Ecosystem Restoration program, will bring approximately 370,000
average annual acre-feet of new water to the Central Everglades.

The Everglades Agricultural Area agreement on behalf of USACE and in
coordination with the South Florida Water Management District unanimously
approved the agreement, which SFWMD Chairman Chauncey Goss signed during a
ceremony with Florida Governor Ron DeSantis and representatives from multiple
federal and state agencies.
Overall this agreement will allow the USACE Jacksonville District to award the first
construction contract while gives an opportunity to the Office of the Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works to establish policy direction and provides
supervision of Department of the Army functions relating to all aspects of the civil
works program of the United States Army Corps of Engineers.

SECRET FIGHTER JETS

Fx air force The U.S. Air Force confirmed to Defense News that it secretly designed, built and flew at least one
prototype of its enigmatic next-generation fighter jet. With the program still in its infancy, the rollout and
successful first flight of a demonstrator was not expected for years. (U.S. Air Force Research Laboratory)

F 35 AND THE TURKISH DEAL

F-35 Turkey After a year of speculation about what would happen to Turkey’s F-35s after the country was
ousted from the Joint Strike Fighter program in 2019, the Pentagon announced plans to buy eight F-35A jets,
originally built by Lockheed Martin for Turkey, as part of a $862 million contract modification. The deal also
contained an additional six F-35As built for the U.S. Air Force and modifications that will bring the Turkish jets
in line with the U.S. configuration. (dardanellas/Getty Images)

THE SOUTH AMERICAN PULLBACK

USS Detroit (LCS 7) The littoral combat ship Detroit ended its deployment to South America early after issues
with it combining gear, marking the latest setback for the Freedom variant’s complicated propulsion system.
(MC2 Devin Bowser/U.S. Navy)

NAVY’s NEW STEALTH DESTROYER

Zumwalt SM-2 Firing An announcement about the U.S. Navy’s first stealth destroyer, the Zumwalt, attracted
the attention of a lot of readers this year. A source with knowledge of the program told Defense News in March
that the warship was on track to have its combat system installation completed and delivered shortly. It marked
the end of a long journey for the ship that was commissioned in 2016 without a working combat system. In
October, it test-fired an SM-2 missile out of its MK 57 Vertical Launching System.
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